
Sunday School Devo/onal – (7-12-2020) 
From darkness to light 

John 9 

Good morning high school students, today is an exci/ng day for us because it marks the first day we get 
to go back to church as a family!  It’s great to be able to write, text, Face/me, video chat, and message each 
other, but nothing really compares to geMng together in person.  Think about that as you read through John 9 
this morning.  Imagine the perspec/ve of the blind man who spent his whole life in darkness before his 
encounter with Jesus.   

Read John 9:1-7 

 As I get older, I’m star/ng to realize that my vision is not as clear as it was when I was your age. I 
struggle to see at night when I’m driving (especially if it happens to be raining) and some/mes deal with 
temporarily blurred vison, but nothing like what the blind man lived with since birth.  One thing I do know is 
that once you experience clear vision, you never want to seUle for not seeing properly again.  The main truth 
of today’s lesson is centered around: 

Spiritual blindness is the result of not seeing Jesus properly. 

What is especially interes/ng to me about this this concept is the details of how it is worded.  No/ce it 
doesn’t say, “Spiritual blindness is not being able to see Jesus.”  I’ve been taught for a long /me that words 
maUer, and in this case, the word properly is of the utmost importance. Last week, I got to play in a golf 
tournament with some old friends back in Aiken.  The teams were randomly drawn so many of us had never 
played together before.  My partner and I were a couple of holes in when I did something preUy typical for one 
of my rounds of golf…I hit my tee shot into the woods.  One trait that makes for a great golfing partner is the 
ability to help you find your ball when you can’t.  When my partner asked me what color ball I was using,  I was 
a liUle surprised that he hadn’t already no/ced that I was playing an orange ball.  When I told him, he 
proceeded to tell me that he was not going to be much help finding my ball because he was color blind and 
orange balls blended in with the background.  A color that stood out to me was barely no/ceable to him.  He 
could see, but his color blindness kept him from seeing properly. My roommate in college was color blind and I 
can remember him asking me if the clothes he picked out matched.  The accuracy of my answer would o^en 
depend on how much he annoyed me that week or how mischievous of a mood I happened to be in at the 
/me the ques/on was asked.  If I gave him bad informa/on, he would spend the rest of the day thinking 
everything was fine, when the rest of the people he came in contact with were most certainly ques/oning his 
sense of style.  With that in mind, think about the following ques/ons: 

What was the first ques-on the disciples asked Jesus about the blind man? 



Why are we prone to connect all suffering to a person’s sins? 

How did Jesus help the disciples see the situa-on properly? 

The following excerpt from our leader’s guide does a good job of describing the clarity that comes from having 
the proper view of sin and suffering: 

The prevailing thought of the disciples goes this way: If you obey God, you earn blessing, and if something bad 
happens to you, you must have done something bad.  If you get an “A” on a test, you must’ve read your Bible 
faithfully.  If you get sick, you must have done something terrible.  If a natural disaster hits your city, someone 
(or a group of people) must’ve been sinning their socks off.  In this, Jesus’ disciples sounded a bit like Job’s 
friends when they assumed that calamity befell Job because of his sin, when in actuality it was Satan’s doing 
with the permission of God (Job 1-2: 4:7-8).  But the world is not a mathemaNcal funcNon where if you put in a 
certain value, you always get a corresponding value.  SomeNmes good acNons lead to bad outcomes, and vice 
versa. 

Now read John 9:29-41 

What was your take on how the man whose sight was restored reacted to the ques-ons coming from the 
Pharisees? 

Why do you think this par-cular healing was so unique and made the Pharisees so upset? 

What can we learn from how Jesus handled the situa-on? 

 I always find it amazing how God gives us /mely, real-world examples of the truths we pursue through 
studying His Word.  I am actually siMng in a car typing this right now.  I just no/ced that there is a thin layer of 
dust on my laptop and the sun is crea/ng just enough of a glare on my screen to make it difficult to see what I 
am typing.  I think that example speaks volumes to how easy it is to not even no/ce when we are not seeing 
properly. With that in mind, we certainly need to regularly seek God’s guidance and Word for help on 
recognizing our spiritual blind spots, but more importantly, we need to live in the light of Jesus so others 
become aware of their spiritual darkness and need for Jesus. 

Dig deeper 
Watch this video: New sight video 

1. When you saw the emo/ons of the recipient of the gi^, did it make you want to create that same 
experience for someone? How can introducing someone to the light of Jesus have this same type of 
impact? 

2. Write down three specific examples of how seeing Jesus properly has posi/vely impacted your life. 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?view=detail&mid=A06837ACF972703F6A5DA06837ACF972703F6A5D&shtp=GetUrl&shid=b4eab8f9-8e61-4b2a-8554-e6c61ecba355&shtk=TXkgZGFkIHNlZXMgY29sb3JzIGZvciB0aGUgRklSU1QgdGltZSBhZnRlciA1NSBZRUFSUyE%253D&shdk=Rm9sbG93IG1lOiBpbnN0YWdyYW0uY29tL21pa2hhZWxwZXJleiBNeSBkYWQgdXNlZCBFbmNocm9tYSBnbGFzc2VzISBUaGFuayB5b3UgZm9yIHdhdGNoaW5nISA6KSBMZXQgbWUga25vdyB3aGF0IHlvdSBndXlzIHRoaW5rIG9uIHRoZSBjb21tZW50cyBiZWxvdy4gQ2xpY2sgbGlrZSBhbmQgc3Vic2NyaWJlIGZvciBtb3JlIHZpZGVvcyE%253D&shhk=FOriN0jb%252BqOZDLaxHZMF0a7Oqvf4idT%252B6QVQ0oYi0jI%253D&form=VDSHOT&shth=OSH.gdMwTqyK06SY4l0JPOIa8A


3. Pray for God to give you opportuni/es to share the examples you wrote down with someone that 
needs to be healed from spiritual blindness. 

*****Bonus******* 
I can see clearly now 

Listen to this song a few /mes and then hum the tune around a parent or grandparent.  Ask them what they 
think of when they hear the song and then share with them how it applies to what you learned from today’s 
lesson. 

Wanda and I are keeping you all in our prayers and we are here if you need us!   

Have a wonderful Sunday! 

Ben and Wanda  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?view=detail&mid=2F9D0E3FCD3AD812566D2F9D0E3FCD3AD812566D&shtp=GetUrl&shid=ce08fe7c-27eb-42d2-9fde-16ba7d7df3e0&shtk=Sm9obm55IE5hc2ggLSBJIENhbiBTZWUgQ2xlYXJseSBOb3c%253D&shdk=SSBDYW4gU2VlIENsZWFybHkgTm93IiBpcyBhIEJpbGxib2FyZCBIb3QgMTAwIENoYXJ0ICMxIGhpdCBzb25nLCB3cml0dGVuIGFuZCByZWNvcmRlZCBieSBKb2hubnkgTmFzaC4gSXQgd2FzIGEgc2luZ2xlIGZyb20gdGhlIGFsYnVtIG9mIHRoZSBzYW1lIG5hbWUgYW5kIGFjaGlldmVkIHN1Y2Nlc3MgaW4gdGhlIFVuaXRlZCBTdGF0ZXMgYW5kIHRoZSBVbml0ZWQgS2luZ2RvbSB3aGVuIGl0IHdhcyByZWxlYXNlZCBpbiAxOTcyLiBJdCB3YXMgY292ZXJlZCBieSBtYW55IGFydGlzdHMgdGhyb3VnaG91dCB0aGUgeWVhcnMsIGluY2x1ZGluZyBhIDE5OTMgaGl0IHZlcnNpb24gYnkgSmltbXkgQ2xpZmYsIHdobyAuLi4%253D&shhk=HzbkBC4JypCIZiOB8x51iZitNv7kwNWi1HBTOmK%252B0ak%253D&form=VDSHOT&shth=OSH.tIIghZxF%25252B7cSBZ9OPc6huQ

